Jam-O-Elvis Script

Cast:

Announcer #1:
A VH1 Behind The Music type announcer.

Announcer #2:
A Rock concert type announcer.

1950’s Elvis:

Young Elvis before he sold out - cool-cat and sexy.

1970’s Elvis:

Old Elvis after he sold out - jumpsuits and Las Vegas.

Setting:  

The Jam-O-Drum Table, however the room should be decorated in a style that evokes elements of Elvis and elements of a séance.  Picture twinkling lights and blue suede curtains.

ANNOUNCER #1:

January 8, 1935.   In a two-room house in Tupelo, Mississippi identical twin sons are born to Gladys and Vernon Presley.  The first is stillborn, but the second one, Elvis Aaron, is born alive and healthy.

The Presley family has little money, but they do their best to provide for their son.  They attend the Assembly of God Church, and the music and preaching register deeply with young Elvis.

In 1946, Elvis’ parents cannot afford a bicycle that Elvis wants, so his mother talks him into accepting a guitar instead.

In late 1948, Elvis sings a farewell to his junior high class.  The Presley family moves to Memphis, Tennessee in search of a better life.

Elvis continues to be known for his singing.  He buys his clothes on Beale Street and he absorbs the blues and gospel he hears there.

In 1954, he begins his singing career with the legendary Sun Records label.  By 1956, he is an international sensation.  With a sound and style that combine his diverse musical influences and challenge the social and racial barriers of the time, he ushers in a new era of American music.

He goes on to star in 33 films, and to make history with his television appearances and through his many live concert performances.  Globally, Elvis Presley sells over 1 billion records.

In the last years of his life, Elvis is periodically hospitalized for his weight, poor health, and a prescription drug addiction.  On August 16, 1977, Elvis Presley dies from heart failure at his Memphis home, Graceland.  In a matter of hours, the shock registers around the world.

Pause

ANNOUNCER #2:

Now, due to the miracles of modern technology, you can bring Elvis back from the dead.  That’s right!  YOU can experience the power of Elvis.

Ladies and gentlemen, to open a window to Nether-Memphis, please place your hands on the table.

Pause

Now everybody, repeat after me: “Uh Huh”

Feedback Loop

Louder.  “Uh Huh”

Feedback Loop

Shout it Louder!  “Uh Huh!”

Feedback Loop and Song - Jailhouse Rock Intro

Ladies and gentlemen…

…Live, from Nether-Memphis…

…The King of Rock and Roll…

…ELVIS!

Song - Jailhouse Rock

1950’s ELVIS:

Thank you; thank you very much.  It is good of you kind ladies and gentlemen to open this window to Nether-Memphis.  I’m so delighted to be here that I’m going to do something special for you.  I’m going to teach you how to Rock and Roll.

The first thing you need to learn is how to swing your hips.  You’ve all seen me swing and sway on stage.  Now I’m gonna teach you.  All you gotta do is grab onto the wheel there in front of you and give it a twist.

Twist to the left.  

Feedback Loop

Twist to the right.

Feedback Loop

All right, everybody twist.

Song and Feedback Loop

That was great, ladies and gentlemen.  Now twist to select an instrument.  When you find one you like, hit the thingy dingy in the center of the wheel there.

Feedback Loop

All right, everybody practice playing now.

Feedback Loop

Everybody hush up.  

Feedback Loop

All right, for my next number…

Song – “Viva Las Vegas” Enter 1970s Elvis.
1950’s ELVIS:

No!  Not again…

1970’s ELVIS:

Don’t you know people don’t want your wholesome roots music?  They want Vegas.

1950’s ELVIS:

No!  I won’t sell out to you again.  I’m staying true to my roots.

1970’s ELVIS:

Not if I can help it!

1950’s ELVIS:

Put your money where your gut is…

1970’s ELVIS:

I may have gained a few pounds, but I can still give you the Steam Roller Blues.

They fight.

1950’s ELVIS:

Oh no!  Ladies and gentlemen, let’s show this overblown sell-out what a hunk a burning love really feels like.  Rock and Roll, ladies and gentlemen.  Help me stay true to my roots.  Play!

Feedback Loop

If 1950’s Elvis wins:

1950’s ELVIS:

Thank you; thank you very much, Ladies and Gentlemen.  You’ve done a real good thing and made me proud.  Now that you’ve learned my Rock and Roll ways, I want you to go out into the world and teach others about the soul of Rock and Roll.  ‘Til we meet you again, may God bless you.  Adios.

If 1970’s Elvis wins:

1970’s ELVIS:

(Evil Laugh) Now you see whom the King really is!  Buy my t-shirts.  Buy my records!  Buy my hats!  Buy my jeans!  Buy my kerchiefs!  Buy my sneakers!  Buy my blouses!  Buy my belts!  Buy my purses!  Buy my billfolds!  Buy my charm bracelets!  Buy my necklaces!  Buy my magazines!  Buy my gloves!  Buy my bookends!  Buy my statues!  Buy my lipstick!  Buy my cologne!  Buy my stuffed hound dogs!  Buy my stationery!  Buy my sweaters!  Buy my crockery!  See my movies!  (Evil Laugh)

ANNOUNCER #2:

Elvis has left the building.

END

Feedback loop text for ANNOUNCER #2:

Uh huh:

1) C’mon everybody, “Uh huh!”

2) You’re not loud enough.  “Uh huh!”

3) Try it again: “Uh huh!”

Feedback loop text for 1950’s ELVIS:

      Twist:

1) Let’s try that again.  Twist to the left.

2) Let’s try that again.  Twist to the right.

3) C’mon people, I need you to grab that wheel and twist.

Select an Instrument:

1) Just twist that wheel to select an instrument and hit the thingy dingy in the center.

2) Ya’ll better get an instrument.

3) I won’t go on until you got an instrument.

Play an Instrument:

1) No, really.  It is OK to play your instrument.

2) I won’t go on until you try out your instrument.

Stop Playing:

1) I said shush!  

2) That means you!

3) Quiet there!

Rock and Roll:

1) Please, ladies and gentlemen, play as hard as you can to save me!

2) Don’t let this sell out win!

3) Play!

4) Play harder!

5) Rock and Roll!

6) That’s it!  

7) You got it now!

8) Don’t hold back!

9) Give it to him, ladies and gentlemen!

